[bookmark: _GoBack]Why Transitional Courses?

Transitional courses give students the background to succeed in college. That’s why they’re offered across the state of Kentucky. Our Council on Postsecondary Education (CPE) requires colleges and universities to be sure that students have the preparation needed to complete their work and graduate. It’s in the Kentucky Administrative Regulations (13 KAR 2:020).

That’s why BCTC students must have certain scores on the ACT or on the COMPASS placement test before beginning most college-level courses. If the placement test shows a need for more preparation, our advisors make sure that students register for the right transitional courses.

What do our students need to know when they’re advised to take transitional courses?

1. They’re in good company. Almost half of our students need to take a transitional class. In smaller classes they catch up on the skills they need for college work.

2. KCTCS expects students to enroll in transitional coursework right away. Starting Fall 2010, KCTCS will monitor transitional students to be sure they’re starting in the right courses.

3. Students who take transitional courses are more likely to stay in college. BCTC research proves they’re more likely to return the next semester.

4. Completing transitional course work is a strong predictor of success. Students who finish these courses persist, graduate, and transfer at a greater rate than other average students, and this success holds true no matter what their age, ethnicity, or gender may be (League of Innovations, Community College of Denver).

5. A grade point average of at least 2.0 is required for students to graduate or to transfer to another college. So it’s very important for students to be completely ready for college courses so that they can earn the needed GPA.

6. Transitional courses help get students start from the same point and keep moving forward.

7. Transitional courses actually save time and tuition money. COMPASS test scores predict where a student is likely to run into trouble. In the past students who didn’t follow advice about placement wasted time and tuition money re-taking courses they could not pass. It took longer and cost more to graduate.
8. BCTC must report its graduates each year. We want our students to graduate. Example of how to explain the significance of following Mandatory Placement:
Since so much of the work in college is done on your own, you don’t want to jump into a class unprepared. You
don’t want to fall behind at the very beginning of the course. If you aren’t actually ready, it will seem as though
the instructor is going much too quickly. That’s frustrating. An example is Math 109. If you don’t already know the concepts the course is built on, you’ll be trying to figure those out while the class keeps advancing ahead of
you through more complex material. The class can’t slow down because many students have additional math classes to take after Math 109, and they need to have learned all the skills necessary by the end of the course.

Before mandatory placement, some students would take a course and fail it or withdraw from it over and over. They could have been more successful in fewer semesters if they had taken the transitional course they needed.
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  W hy   T r ansition a l   Cou rs e s?     T ra n s i t i on a l   c ou r s e s   g iv e   s t ude n t s   th e   ba c k grou n d   t o   s u cc ee d   i n   c o l l ege .   T ha t ’ s   w h y   t h e y ’ r e   o ff ered   a c ross   th e   s t a t e   o f   Ke n tu c k y .   Our   C ou n c i l   o n   P ostse c onda r y   E d uca t i o n   ( C PE )   r e q u i r es   c o l l e g e s   a n d   un i v e r s i t i e s   t o   b e   s u re   th at   s t ud e nt s   ha v e   t h e   p r ep ara t i o n   n ee d e d   t o   c o m p l et e   the i r   w ork   an d   g r adu a t e .   I t ’ s   i n   t he   K e n tu c k y   A d m i n i s trat i v e   R e g u l a t i o n s   (13   K A R   2: 0 2 0).     T h at ’ s   w h y   B C T C   s tu d ent s  m u s t   h a v e   c erta i n   sc ores   o n   th e   A CT  o r   o n   th e   C O M P A S S   p l ac e m e nt   te s t   be f ore   be g i n n i n g   m ost   c o l l ege - l e v e l   c ou r s es.   I f   th e   p l ac e m en t   te s t   s ho w s   a   n ee d   f o r   m o r e   p r ep ara t i on ,   ou r   a d vi s o r s   m a k e   s ure   tha t   s t u d ent s   r e g i s te r   f o r   t he   r i gh t   tra n s i t i o n a l   c ou r s es.     W h a t   d o   ou r   s tud e nt s   n e e d   t o   k n o w   w h e n   t h e y ’ r e   ad vi s e d   t o   ta k e   tr an s i t i on a l   c ou rs es?     1.   T h e y ’ re   i n   good   compa n y .   A l m ost   ha l f   o f   ou r   s t uden t s   n e e d   t o   t a k e   a   tr a n s i t i o n a l   c l a ss .   I n   s m a l l er   c l a ss e s   th e y   c atch   u p   o n   th e   s k ill s   th e y   ne e d   f o r   c o l l eg e   w o r k .     2.   K C T CS   ex pe c t s   s t u dent s   t o   en r o l l   i n   tra n s i t i o na l   c ou r s e w ork   ri ght   awa y .   S t ar t i n g   F a l l   2 0 10 ,   K C T CS   w il l   m on i to r   t r an s i t i o na l   s t u de n t s   t o   b e   s ure   th e y ’ r e   s tar t i n g   i n   t h e   r i gh t   c o u r s es.     3.   Stu d ent s   who   t a k e   t r an s i t i o na l   c o u r s e s   are   m ore   li k ely   t o   stay   i n   col l eg e .   B C T C   rese a r c h   p r o v es   th e y ’ re   m ore   li k e l y   t o   r e turn   th e   ne x t   s e m ester.     4.   C o m p l et i n g   t r an s i t i o na l   c ou r s e   w ork   i s   a   s tr o n g   p r e d i c t o r   o f   su c c e ss .   S tu d e nt s   who   f i n i s h   th ese   c ou r s e s   pe r s i s t ,   g r adu a te ,   a n d   t r an s f e r   a t   a   g r eate r   r a t e   t h a n   o t he r   a v e r a g e   s t u d e n ts ,   an d   th i s   s u cc ess   ho l d s   true   n o   m atte r   w ha t   t h e i r   age ,   e t h n i c i t y ,   o r   g e n de r   m a y   b e   ( L ea g u e   o f   I n n ova t i on s ,   Co m m un i t y   C o l l e g e   o f   D e n v e r).     5.   A   g r a d e   p o i nt   a v e r a g e   o f   a t   l ea s t   2 .0   i s   r equ i r e d   f o r   s tu d e nts   to   g r aduate   o r   to   t r a n sfer   t o   a n o t her   c o l l ege .   S o   i t ’ s   v e r y   i m po r t a n t   f o r   s tu d e n ts   t o   b e   c o m p l et e l y   r e a d y   f o r   c o l l e g e   c ou r s e s   s o   tha t   th e y   c an   ea rn   th e   ne e d e d   G PA .     6.   T r an s i t i on a l   c ou r s e s   h e l p   g e t   s t u de n t s   s tart   f r o m   th e   s a m e   po i n t   an d   k e e p   m o vi n g   fo r w a r d.     7.   T r an s i t i on a l   c ou r s e s   ac t u al l y   s av e   t i m e   a nd   tuition   m one y .   C O M PA S S   te s t   s c o r e s   pre d i c t   where   a   s tuden t   i s   li k ely   t o   r u n   i nt o   t r ou b l e .   I n   t h e   pa s t   s t u d e n ts   w h o   d i d n ’ t   fo l l o w   a d vi c e   ab ou t   p l ace m en t   w ast e d   t i m e   an d   t u i t i o n   m on e y   r e - t a k i n g   c ou r s e s   th e y   c o u l d   n o t   p a ss .   I t   too k   l on g e r   a n d   c ost   m ore   t o   gra d ua t e.   8.   B C T C   m ust   re p ort   i t s   g r a du ate s   ea c h   y e ar.   W e   want   o ur   st u den t s   to   g r ad u a t e .   E x a m p l e   o f   ho w   t o   e x p l a i n   t h e   s i gn i f i c an c e   o f   f o l l o w i n g   Man d ato r y   P l ac e m ent:   S i nce   s o   m uch   o f   th e   w ork   i n   c o ll eg e   i s   don e   o n   y o u r   o wn,   y o u   do n ’ t   w a nt   t o   j u m p   i nt o   a   c l ass   unp r e pa r e d .   Y ou   do n ’ t   w a n t   t o   fa l l   b e h i n d   a t   t h e  v e r y   beg i n n i n g   o f   th e   c o u r s e .   If   y o u ar e n ’ t   act u a l l y   r e a d y ,  i t   w i l l   s e e m   as   thou g h   th e   i nstructor   i s  g o i n g   m uch   to o   qui c k l y .   T ha t ’ s   f rus t rat i ng .   A n   exa m p l e   i s   M a th   10 9 .   If   y o u   d o n ’ t   a l r ea d y   k no w   th e   c on ce pt s   t h e   c ou r s e   i s   bu il t   o n ,   y o u ’ l l   b e   t r y i n g   t o   f i gu re   t h ose   o u t   w h il e   th e   c l as s   k eep s   ad v a n c i n g   a h e a d   of   y o u   th r o ug h   m ore   c o m p l e x   m ate r i a l .   T h e   c l ass   c a n ’ t   sl o w   do w n   b eca u s e   m a n y   s t u dent s   h a v e   a d d i t i on a l   m ath   c l a ss e s   t o   ta k e   a f te r   Mat h   1 09 ,   a n d   th e y   n ee d   t o   h a v e   l ea r n e d   a l l   t h e   s k ill s   n ece s s a r y   b y   th e   e n d   o f   th e   c ou r s e.     B e f ore   m andato r y   p l ace m ent ,   s o m e   s tudent s   w o uld   ta k e   a   c ou r s e   a n d   f a i l   i t   o r   w i t hd r a w   f rom   i t   ove r   a n d   o v e r .   T h e y   c o uld   h ave   b e e n   m o r e   s u c c e ss f u l   i n   f e wer   s e m e s ters   i f   th e y   ha d   t a k e n   th e   t r an s i t i o n a l   c ou r s e   th e y   ne e d ed .  

