Dental Assisting/Dental Hygiene (Integrated)
Diploma - Dental Assisting
Competencies
Upon completion of this program, the graduate can:
A.
General Education Competencies:
I.
Communicate Effectively
1.
Read and listen with comprehension.
2.
Speak and write clearly using Standard English.
3.
Interact cooperatively with others using both verbal and non-verbal means.
4.
Demonstrate information processing through basic computer skills.
II. Think Critically
1.
Make connections in learning across the disciplines and draw logical conclusions.
2.
Demonstrate problem solving through interpreting, analyzing, summarizing, and/or integrating a
variety of materials.
3.
Use mathematics to organize, analyze, and synthesize data to solve a problem.
III.
Learn Independently
1.
Use appropriate search strategies and resources to find, evaluate, and use information.
2.
Make choices based upon awareness of ethics and differing perspectives/ideas.
3.
Apply learning in academic, personal, and public situations.
4.
Think creatively to develop new ideas, processes, or products.
IV.
Examine Relationships in Diverse and Complex Environments
1.
Recognize the relationship of the individual to human heritage and culture.
2.
Demonstrate an awareness of the relationship of the individual to the biological and physical
environment.
3.
Develop an awareness of self as an individual member of a multicultural global community.
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Competencies/Learning Outcomes shared by Dental Assistants and Dental Hygienists
Identify the professional role of members of the dental health team in terms of responsibilities and functions.
Demonstrate appropriate professional behavior.
Demonstrate dental auxiliary and patient positioning.
Demonstrate operation of the operator and assistant stools, dental chair and unit.
Demonstrate positioning of the dental unit and patient relative to the clinician.
Demonstrate positioning zones relative to each treatment area.
Demonstrate plaque control using appropriate oral physiotherapy methods and materials.
Follow the current OSHA/CDC recommendations for control of bloodborne pathogens and hazardous materials.
Identify precautionary measures that must be taken by dental personnel to prevent disease transfer from patient
to patient, patient to clinician, clinician to clinician, and clinician to community.
Explain the purposes of the complete dental and medical record and its component parts.
Obtain, interpret and evaluate personal, medical and dental histories and apply precautionary measures as
needed.
Identify the patient record as a legal document and maintain its accuracy and consistency.
Use a complete, reviewed medical history and preoperative vital signs to help prevent, predict and identify
medical emergencies.
Manage specific medical emergencies in response to given signs and symptoms.
Develop an emergency protocol for a given clinical setting and explain how it will be implemented in a variety
of emergency situations.
Demonstrate the process for performing extraoral and intraoral examinations and record the findings.
Describe the ways in which diet and nutrition can affect the overall health of the body and specifically of the
oral cavity.
Demonstrate patient education skills, emphasizing various plaque control techniques.
Select oral hygiene procedures, products and devices that specifically meet individuals’ needs for plaque
control.
Explain properties and benefits of stannous, sodium and acidulated phosphate fluorides, and demonstrate
techniques for their application.
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Explain the role of dental sealants in the prevention of oral disease.
Correctly follow tooth selection criteria for sealant placement.
Demonstrate the accepted sequence in sealant placement.
Differentiate between the normal and abnormal appearance of tooth structure, supporting structures and
anatomic landmarks on patient/dental radiographs.
Describe healthy periodontium related to clinical signs and histological characteristics.
Describe the nature and formation of dental plaque and its importance in the etiology of periodontal disease.
Identify categories of periodontitis as defined by the American Academy of Periodontology.
Describe the current treatment modalities of periodontitis.
Define, recognize and recall the etiology of acute periodontal conditions.
Identify relationships among the various local, state, federal and international community dental health
programs, and discuss the role of the dental auxiliary.
Identify, describe and obtain a patient’s blood pressure, pulse rate, respiration and body temperature.
Describe maintenance and care of oral appliances and demonstrate the removal of soft deposits.
Describe therapeutic agents commonly used in the management of the dental patient.
Identify and explain the components of a drug prescription.
Describe the fetal development of gross anatomical structures of the face, oral and nasal cavities.
Identify the anatomic structures and landmarks of the oral cavity, face and nasal cavities radiographically,
clinically and histologically.
Explain the embryological development of the teeth.
Identify all teeth and describe the functional anatomy of each.
Identify the relationships of teeth to one another and to the bones, muscles and nerves closely associated with
the dentition.
Describe the nervous, vascular and lymphatic tissues associated with the oral cavity as they relate to the practice
of a dental auxiliary.
Describe the muscles of facial expression and muscles of mastication as they relate to function.
Locate, classify and discuss the function of the salivary glands.
Relate the spread of infection to knowledge of oral tissue spaces.
Describe how x-rays are produced and their effect on radiographic film.
Describe biological effects of radiation.
Identify radiation hygiene and protection.
Outline the geometric factors which affect the radiographic image.
Demonstrate the ability to take acceptable intraoral and extraoral radiographs.
Identify oral radiographic landmarks.
Process dental radiographs.
Identify and discuss processing errors.
Mount radiographs.
Outline the properties, indications and limitations of selected dental materials.
Assess patient’s needs and select appropriate dental materials.
Manipulate common dental materials in both laboratory and clinical situations.
Interpret the rules and regulations of Kentucky State Dental Practice Act.
Describe the legal and ethical considerations of dental health practice.
Demonstrate the interviewing process in preparing for dental auxiliary employment.
Demonstrate basic management skills utilized in dental auxiliary employment.
State the reasons for continued professional development.
Perform coronal polishing.
Discuss appropriate polishing agents and demonstrate the proper procedures for their use.
Competencies/Learning Outcomes unique to Dental Assistants
Demonstrate clinical proficiency in selection and transfer of instruments in operative dentistry.
Maintain access and visibility during clinical dental assisting procedures.
Perform/assist with intraoral procedures.
Demonstrate clinical proficiency in the preparation, manipulation and application of various dental materials as
applicable to dental assisting.
Integrate dental assisting skills and transfer them effectively and efficiently to public and/or private dental
settings.
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Prepare tray setups for specialty dental procedures.
Apply the principles of chairside assisting to each specialty area.

